
Bishop Daniel Mueggenborg

The second lesson of St. John Lateran is in the 
red columns and beautifully carved pilasters of 
the baptistery. These were taken from imperial 
monuments in Rome. The builders could have 
used new materials, but they drew from other 
buildings to teach a truth of faith: In baptism, that 
which was secular becomes sacred; that which was 
profane is profoundly incorporated into the body 
of Christ. 

Those pieces of marble and porphyry used 
to adorn the monuments of murderous pagan 

emperors. They were 
symbols of all the 
forces of sin and death 
that tried to destroy 
Christianity — but 
through the grace 

of baptism, they became a beautiful part of the 
church. That is the power of baptism: It changes 
people and makes them new in Christ. The 
baptistery of St. John Lateran reminds us that no 
sin is greater than God’s mercy.

The final lesson is in the gilded bronze pillars 
near the altar of repose for the Blessed Sacrament. 
In 30 B.C., when Augustus conquered the Egyptian 
navy of Cleopatra, he confiscated the ships and 
removed their prows — the bronze decorations on 
the bow. He melted the bronze and molded it into 

Y      es, this month we celebrate the feast of the 
Dedication of the Basilica of St. John Lateran 
(November 9). In a real sense, the cathedral 

church of Rome is a mother who has been teaching 
us what it means to be church for more than 1,700 
years. It is worth listening to the lessons this church 
has to offer us in the Pacific Northwest today.

The first lesson is in her sheer size. When 
Constantine legalized Christianity in the early 
fourth century, he made it possible for Christians  
to worship publicly for the first time. Temples in  
the ancient world 
were small, because 
the people did not 
participate in worship. 
Only the priest would 
enter the sanctuary to 
offer sacrifice. The people stood outside while the 
priest worshipped for them. 

So you can imagine Constantine’s surprise when 
he asked Pope Sylvester, “How big of a temple do you 
want?” and the pope replied, “How big can you build 
it?” The lesson: Mass is never something we watch 
like spectators but always something in which we 
participate. No one can do our prayer for us. If we are 
truly participants, every reading of Scripture will 
speak to our heart and every Eucharist will be a 
life-changing encounter with Jesus. 

Obscure saints, fine — 
but feasts for buildings, really?

In a real sense, the cathedral church 
of Rome is a mother who has been 
teaching us what it means to be 
church for more than 1,700 years. 
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Anyone who has knowledge of sexual abuse 
or misconduct by a member of the clergy, 
archdiocesan employee or volunteer is urged 
to call the archdiocesan helpline at:  

ARCHDIOCESE OF SEATTLE | 710 9th Ave. | Seattle, WA 98104 | 206-274-3188

1-800-446-7762

우리의 책무: 모든 어린이들과 피해자에게 위로하는 마음으로 다가서기.  폭력방지 방
침에 관한 규정에 대한 자세한 정보는 www.seattlearchdiocese.org/sep 를 참조 
하십시오. 누구든지 성직자들과 교구 직원 또는 봉사자들이 성학대에 관하여 알고 있
으시다면 교구청  핫라인  1-800-446-7762 로 연락 하십시오.

OUR COMMITMENT: To protect every child 
and reach out with compassion to every victim

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT OUR ABUSE PREVENTION  

POLICIES, VISIT WWW.SEATTLEARCHDIOCESE.ORG/SEP

(206) 455-9551 
merrillgardens.com 

1421 Minor Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101

Retirement Living  •  Assisted Living  •  Memory Care

Lic #ALF 2420 
*Limited time offer.  

Call for details.

Experience Matters

As a fifth generation family company, we know  
that experience counts when it comes to senior living.  

Merrill Gardens offers a quality senior living environment  
and a seasoned team that is here for you.

Enjoy half off your rent  
for the rest of 2020!*

Starting  
at 

$1,495*

To advertise in the NW Catholic Business Guide, contact advertising@seattlearch.org or call  
206-382-2075.  All advertising rates and sizes: www.seattlearchdiocese.org/advertising

BUSINESS GUIDE

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE
Help your neighbors in need by donating your car, RV or boat!  

Running or not.  Free towing and paperwork. 

1-855-880-4483  
ccsww.org

The Basilica of St. John Lateran in Rome.

four pillars for the temple of Jupiter on the Capitoline 
Hill. They were a symbol that a new era had begun — 
the Roman Empire had been formed. 

Constantine gave those pillars to the basilica to make a 
similar statement: A new day has dawned, a new era has 
begun, a new chapter in world history is now opened. 
Christianity is no longer private; it is now a public witness 
that forms societies and transforms cultures. Those pillars 
remind us that we are to be courageously prophetic in 
our witness of faith, that the church has a necessary 
voice in world affairs. We need to remember that — 
today more than ever — lest we become silent and the 
bronze columns of St. John Lateran become nothing but 
interesting artifacts from the past.  Ω

Bishop Daniel Mueggenborg is an auxiliary bishop of Seattle. 
Send your questions to editor@seattlearch.org.
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