
Bishop Daniel Mueggenborg

How  
concerned 
should we  
be about  
a priest  
shortage?
And how  
can I  
support 
vocations?

T his is a great question to pray about and act on during the 
month of June, since this is when new priests are typically 
ordained for the Archdiocese of Seattle. With these ordinations, 

our thoughts naturally turn to the gift of religious vocations and how 
essential they are to the life and ministry of the church.

Let me begin with a few statistics. In 1970, there were 59,192 priests 
in the United States. By contrast, in 2018, there were just 36,580 priests 
— a decline of 38%, or 22,612 priests. (The decline in the number of 
religious sisters has been even more dramatic — 73%.)

During the same time, the Catholic population grew significantly, 
from 47.9 million in 1970 to 68.7 million in 2018 — a 43% increase. 
(These numbers are all from the Center for Applied Research in the 
Apostolate.) Thankfully, we have seen an increase in lay ministry 
leadership and permanent deacons during the past five decades.

All this being said, it should be noted that that the United States 
still has a significantly better ratio of priests to parishioners than many 
places in the world where one priest must serve the needs of tens of 
thousands of parishioners. 

When faced with great need, our first response should always be to 
pray as Jesus instructed us: “Ask the master of the harvest to send out 
laborers for his harvest” (Luke 10:2). Prayer reminds us that we rely above 
all on the grace of God to sustain and bless the church with faithful 
priests. Our prayer is also for those God calls, that they will respond 

to the Lord’s invitation with 
generosity, freedom and 
integrity. 

God always provides 
what we need, and the Lord 
knows better than we do 

what will make us truly happy and give meaning to our lives. When we 
are confident in God’s holy and perfect will, we can trust that God will 
care for us when we respond to his grace and seek to do his will. 

I believe God is calling young men of our day to serve him as priests 
in the Catholic Church, because God desires the salvation of the world 
and will give us the sacramental ministers we need to accomplish that 
mission. Rather than a “vocation crisis,” I believe we are experiencing 
a “response crisis” because of those who are hesitant to say “yes” to 
God’s invitation to serve him as a priest. 

You can help overcome this crisis through your prayer, your active 
encouragement of those you believe God may be calling to the 
priesthood, and your own committed faithful service to the mission  
of Gospel as a friend of Jesus. 

Jesus told us that the word of God can easily be prevented from 
taking root and bearing fruit by temporal concerns, hardened hearts or 
shallow faith (see Luke 8:5-15). As members of the body of Christ, it is our 
responsibility to till the soil of each person’s heart so that they desire, 
welcome and respond to the word of God spoken to them.  Ω

Bishop Daniel Mueggenborg is an auxiliary 
bishop of Seattle. Send your questions to 
editor@seattlearch.org.
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Anyone who has knowledge of sexual  
abuse or misconduct by a member of the 
clergy, archdiocesan employee or volunteer  
is urged to call the archdiocesan helpline at:  

ARCHDIOCESE OF SEATTLE | 710 9th Ave. | Seattle, WA 98104 | 206-274-3188

1-800-446-7762

Si usted tiene información acerca de algún caso de abuso sexual 
o de mala conducta sexual de algún miembro del clero, empleado 
arquidiocesano o voluntario, contacte urgentemente a la Arquidiócesis 
marcando el número de teléfono gratuito: 1-800-446-7762

OUR COMMITMENT: To protect every child 
and reach out with compassion to every victim

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT OUR ABUSE PREVENTION  

POLICIES, VISIT WWW.SEATTLEARCHDIOCESE.ORG/SEP

Rather than a “vocation crisis,”  
I believe we are experiencing  
a “response crisis.”

SAINT OF THE MONTH

St. Emily de Vialar
1797–1856
Feast: June 17
Emily was the only daughter of a French baron. 
At 15 she left school in Paris to become her 
widowed father’s companion in Gaillac. Despite 
his wishes, Emily would not marry, and for 15 
years she tended neglected children and the 
poor. In 1832, when her maternal grandfather 
left her a fortune, she bought a large house 
in Gaillac, which became the first home of the 
Congregation of Sisters of St. Joseph of the 
Apparition. In 1835, the order won approval 
and Emily and 17 other sisters professed vows. 
Their charisms were care of the needy and 
education. Emily oversaw the formation of 40 
houses before dying from complications of  
a hernia she’d gotten in her youth while doing 
a good deed.
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